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Enrolment 

Rationale

St Joseph’s School is a parish school and as such exists within the context of the parish community; thus there is a strong relationship between the parish and the school.  The principal and staff of a parish primary school are officially accountable to the Parish Priest for the conduct and operation of the school.

St Joseph’s School offers the same curriculum as Victorian Government schools.  The main source for the curriculum is The Victorian Curriculum modified from the Australian Curriculum.  The Victorian Curriculum describes expected outcomes for skills and knowledge that students should achieve at each developmental level.

All students participate in the Religious Education program, which is based on a life-centred approach.  The child’s own life experience is the beginning from which faith is explored and reflected upon.  Students and teachers look at the relationship, which exists between life experience and the Christian story and then make a response to that relationship.  Students participate in daily prayer in the classrooms.  As part of the parish school sacramental program, students who are baptised Catholic celebrate the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist (usually Year Three) and Confirmation (usually Year Five or Six).

Students of other Faiths enrolling at St Joseph’s School

Factors to be considered:

· Families need to make a commitment to our Catholic Tradition and ethos.

· Students of other faiths are unable to fully participate in our faith or sacramental celebrations.
· Differences between the various faith traditions must be respected.

Funding

Catholic schools have three sources of funding:

Commonwealth Government – 60%

Victorian Government
- 25%

Fee and Levies

- 15%

Parents who choose to enrol their children in Catholic schools accept the responsibility of paying these fees.

Expectations

Parents are expected to co-operate with staff in implementing and committing to the vision of the school.  It is expected that all parents will co-operate as active members of the parish school community.

Enrolment Procedure

· The principal will conduct enrolment interviews 

· Applicants for Foundation class must turn 5 years old prior to April 30th of the year of enrolment.

· Parents submit copies of baptismal certificates, birth certificates and immunisation certificates as appropriate.

· Children who have been accepted for the Foundation class participate in the St Joseph’s School Transition program that occurs during latter part of the year.
· An Information evening of the school’s programs and expectations is conducted to inform parents usually during August of the year prior to entering school.
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